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FROM THE TOP OF THE ROCK PILE 

 
By 

Lee Adams — President 
 
Well either you or I never learn and here I am Pres-

ident “again”. 

 

I want to introduce myself to the new folks, the old 

hands know me already. 

 

Judy and I have been married 52 years in March, 

we have two grown daughters, five grown grand-

kids and one great granddaughter.  

 

We live on a small place three miles outside of Ban-

dera and don’t ever plan on leaving. 

 

We joined the Fredericksburg Rockhounds in 2002 

when we moved to South Texas.  Since then we 

have tried to be as much help to the Rockhounds as 

we can. 

 

I have had the Rockhound “bug” for 40 years.  All 

of my experience has come the “hard” way with no 

formal education just “hands on” learning. 

 

I have a fairly good rock shop at the “place” where 

I spend several hours a day playing around with cut-

ting and polishing rocks, wire wrapping, casting sil-

ver, or fixing rock equipment. 

 

I look forward to the next two years of challenges 

with the Rockhounds.  I’ll need all the help I can 

get and because we are about to go into our annual 

show I know Jim Gedeon needs all the help we can 

give him.
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Let the Show Begin! 
 

 

When and Where: 

The 49th Annual Hill Country Gem and Mineral 

Show happens Saturday, January 20th and 21st at 

the Pioneer Pavilion in Lady Bird Johnson Munici-

pal Park.  Saturday hours are 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

and Sunday hours are from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

The Rolling Rockhounds will hold a meeting at 

9:00 a.m. Sunday morning, and all of us are invited.  

They usually have an auction as part of the meeting.  

As is always the case, there will be no admission 

charge for visitors.  All inside dealer and member 

spaces have been taken, and all outside spaces are 

filled as well.  Several magazines have called to 

confirm information for publication in their events 

listings. 

 

Member Donations: 

We would like to thank those members who have 

donated material for our raffle, hourly door prizes, 

and the silent auction.  A special thanks to the Posts 

and the Holloways for their generous contributions. 

 

We Need Lots of Help: 

As everyone knows, we could use a lot of help dur-

ing the show to greet visitors at the front door and 

direct them to the raffle prize area and the silent 

auction area.  We need help at the club area to sell 

raffle tickets, answer any questions, and direct peo-

ple.  We also need someone to talk to people at the 

membership desk to sign up new members, as well 

as collect dues from current members.  We also 

need some members to “roam” the hall to help vis-

itors and discourage potential shoplifters.  We need 

two helpers each hour in the silent auction area to 

assist with signing up bids and answering questions.  

In addition, we need help setting up and tearing 

down the tables before and after the show. 

Schedule of Activities: 

At the January 1, 2018 meeting, we will meet at our 

regular time (7:00 p.m.).  Sign-up sheets will be cir-

culated so that members can sign up for preferred 

times to volunteer for the show.  Bring munchies as 

usual.  Sign-up sheets will also be available for 

members to select the types of food they will bring 

to the Friday Dealer Dinner.  Susan Olson will have 

the list that she started at the December meeting.  

Please remember, if you have a table, you or your 

helper has to volunteer at least two hours to perform 

some club duties during the show.   

 

Thursday Morning, January 18, 2018: 

The Brady’s and a few others will tape off the 

spaces defining dealer areas on the floor.  They will 

also lay all of the extension cords.  They are ex-

tremely efficient at this task, and they would appre-

ciate it if everyone waits until they finish, despite 

the fact that we may want to offer our help. 

 

Thursday Afternoon, January 18, 2018: 

Strong-backed and able-bodied folks will transport 

the club’s tables, exhibit cases, raffle jars, and other 

show-related stuff from the storage facility in Fred-

ericksburg to the Pioneer Pavilion.  There, we will 

unload and arrange all the tables and paraphernalia 

where it belongs.  We ask that only “set-up” people 

be present at the pavilion this afternoon.  Display 

cases will be available on stage for those who will 

be having exhibits at the show.  Display cases will 

be on stage along with the lighting. 

 

Friday Morning, January 19, 2018: 

Members and dealers who are selling their mer-

chandise will arrive and set up their wares.  A few 

volunteers would be appreciated to help in various 

ways, and I will be running around attending to any 

issues that may arise. 
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Friday Afternoon, January 19, 2018: 

Members and dealers will finish arranging their ar-

eas. 

 

Friday Evening, January 19, 2018 Dealer Din-

ner: 

Please bring your food items to the pavilion by 

5:00-5:15 so Susan Olsen can arrange the dinner.  

Our dealer dinner starts at 5:30 p.m.  After dinner, 

we will finish arranging dealers’ areas for the show.  

The security guard will arrive by 6:00 p.m. and we 

can go home and rest up for the show.  We will need 

help moving dinner tables into the final show con-

figuration. 

 

SHOW DAY, Saturday January 20, 2018: 

Doors open to the public at 9:00 a.m.  Volunteers 

should be at the pavilion by 8:00 a.m. at the very 

latest.  Saturday show hours are 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 

p.m.  Wear your yellow club vests.  As I mentioned 

earlier, security will arrive at 6:00 p.m. so that we 

can all go home and recover. 

 

SHOW DAY, Sunday, January 21, 2018 

The Rolling Rockhounds will hold a meeting and 

auction at 9:00 a.m. and visitors are welcome to join 

us.  Doors open to the public at 10:00 a.m.  Follow 

the same drill as Saturday.  Volunteers should ar-

rive at least a half an hour before their duty time.  

Sunday show hours are 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  At 

around 3:30 p.m. we will draw raffle prizes, hoping 

to catch some winners before they leave the show.  

Other winners will be contacted by John Farmer, 

and prizes will be mailed shortly thereafter. Then 

we wait for the dealers to pack up and clear out.  We 

will then remove the tape from the floor, pack the 

electrical cords, fold the tables, and pack the re-

maining items.  At about 7:30 p.m. we will load the 

truck and return everything to the storage facility in 

Fredericksburg.  Then we can all go home and soak 

our sore feet! 

 

I thank all of you in 

advance for your 

help in making this 

year’s show a true 

success! 

 

Jim Gedeon 

Show Chairman

  

 

DO YOUR DUES 
 

It’s that time again! Please pay your 2017 dues at the next meeting. In spite of ever-increasing infla-

tion, they’re still only $3 for juniors (under 19 years), $8 for individuals, and $15 for families. Let us 

know if you have a new address, phone number, or email. 

 

Folks who have not paid their dues by the February meeting will be dropped from the membership 

list. If you can’t come to a meeting, mail a check (made out to Fredericksburg Rockhounds) to John 

Roup, 1909 Summit Top Dr, Kerrville, TX 78028-8915. Thanks! 
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The Fredericksburg Rockhounds presents the 49th annual 
 

Hill Country Gem & Mineral Show 
 

 
 

Minerals, Fossils, Meteorites, Jewelry, Geodes, Stone carvings 
Exhibits and Demonstrations 

 
Experts can identify your mystery rocks 

 
And 

Food service provided by Buzzie's Barbeque 
Soft Drinks, Meals, Snacks 

Raffle Drawings for valuable Prizes, Hourly Door Prize 
 

FREE Admission and Parking 

 
Children-friendly demonstrations, displays, merchandise, and games 

 
IN THE PIONEER PAVILION...Lady Bird Johnson Park 

(Highway 16, three miles south of Fredericksburg) 
 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 20, 2018…9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 21, 2018…10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

 
Come Browse, Come Buy, Come Have Fun
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— January 2018 

Jan 21-22, 2017—FREDERICKSBURG, TX: 49th Annual Hill Country Gem and Mineral Show; Freder-

icksburg Rockhounds; Lady Bird Johnson Park in the Pioneer Pavilion, 3 miles south of town on hwy 16; 

Free Admission and Parking. Hourly door prizes, outstanding raffle prizes; minerals, fossils, meteorites, 

jewelry, geodes, stone carving exhibits and demonstrations; food service will be provided by award-winning 

Buzzie’s Barbecue. For more info contact Jim Gedeon at gedeonjim1@gmail.com or 830-456-5419. web-

site: fredericksburgrockhounds.org. 

— February 2018 

Feb 17, 2018 — LLANO, TEXAS: The second annual Texas Prospectors Get-to-Gather and Swap meet 

Event will be held February 17, 2018 in Llano Texas from 8:00 am – 4:00 pm at the Llano County Commu-

nity Center, two miles west of Llano on CR 152.  This fun, educational and free event is for prospectors, 

rock collectors, treasure hunters and metal detecting enthusiasts to get together and share ideas and experi-

ences.  There will be a limited number of vendors, and a swap meet outside (or inside if weather conditions 

are bad) for NON-COMMERCIAL individuals selling items related to the theme of the event.  A silent auc-

tion will be held to benefit the historic Llano Red Top Jail. For more information please email: Earl Theiss 

at etheiss@verizon.net; Frank Rowell at frank@enchantedrocksandjewelry.com; Call Earl @1.325.388.9234 

or Frank @ 1.325.248.1067; Web site info: www.prospectingtexas.com. Events page. 

Feb 24-25, 2018 — PLAINVIEW, TEXAS: Annual show; Hi Plains Gem and Mineral Society, Ollie Liner 

Center; 2000 S Columbia; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; Adults $2, Students $1, Children free; We will have a Kid's 

Wheel, Silent Auction, and various dealers selling rocks, minerals and fossils. We will also demonstrate sil-

versmithing, flint knapping, wire wrapping and how spheres are made. We will have a raffle that will benefit 

the local university geology scholarship fund.; contact Bobby Shipman, 1616, Ennis St., (806)-685-3748 

For more shows at later dates, or outside Texas, visit www.rockngem.com/ 

The January birthstone is Garnet; the flower is Carnation or Snowdrop 

mailto:etheiss@verizon.net
mailto:frank@enchantedrocksandjewelry.com
http://www.rockngem.com/ShowDatesFiles/ShowDatesDisplayAll.php?ShowState=ALL
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If you’re among the 20± members who have been receiving paper copies of our newsletters, but no emails 

with a link to the online version, then we don’t know your email address— and you’re missing a lot! The 

online version is in color, and has live links to the websites and email addresses it mentions. 

Also, you’re missing important announcements, such as field trip updates, event date changes, new train-

ing classes, and other late-arriving news which can’t wait until the next newsletter. Also, paper copies are a 

burden on your club, because your membership fee does not cover the cost of printing and mailing. 

If you have good internet access, PLEASE give us your email address. If you still need paper copies 

mailed to you, let us know when you send us your email address. 

 

— Josh and Melissa Hazer, fbgrockhoundsnews@gmail.com 

 

Your ad here for $25/year 

For more information, please contact the 
newsletter editors by emailing us at: 

 
fbgrockhoundsnews@gmail.com 

 

N o t  g e t t i n g  
o u r  e m a i l s ?  

mailto:fbgrockhoundsnews@gmail.com
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 Purpose of the Fredericksburg Rockhounds: 

To share knowledge and appreciation of gems, minerals, 

fossils, and other natural wonders, and the art of jewelry 

making. We do this through educational monthly meetings, 

field trips, an annual gem, mineral, & fossil show, and do-

nations to schools. We’re affiliated with the American Fed-

eration of Mineral Societies, and the South Central Federa-

tion of Mineral Societies. 

 Membership and Meetings: 

We meet at 7:00 P.M. on the first Monday of each month at the Golden Hub Senior Center, 1009 N 

Lincoln, Fredericksburg, Texas (except in June, when we have our annual picnic). See map, below. 

 Annual dues are $3 for juniors (under 19 years), $8 for individuals, and $15 for families; due in Janu-

ary. 

 Newsletter correspondence and newsletter advertising: fbgrockhoundsnews@gmail.com 

 All other correspondence: Fredericksburg Rockhounds, 412 S. Adams St, Fredericksburg TX 78624 

 Visit our website at fredericksburgrockhounds.org for more club info, field trip news, club photos, 

and lots of interesting hobby-related website links. 

 

CLUB OFFICERS for 2018: 

President: Lee Adams – (830) 522-0198 

1st Vice President: Tom Carswell – (830) 792-2160 

2nd Vice President: Patti Felts – (325) 248-6040 

Past President: Andy Anderson – (830) 370-2177 

Treasurer: John Roup – (830) 896-4955 

Secretary: VACANT 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS: 

Programs: Patti Felts – (325) 248-6040 

Field Trips: Patti Felts – (325) 248-6040 

 and Sam Rodgers – (210) 240-7721 

Hospitality: Susan Olson – (830) 997-8516 

Membership: Brenda Smith – (830) 895-9630 

Historian: Sara Verstuyft – (830) 998-7350 

Media Equipment: John Crone – (830) 990-9823 

Annual Show: Jim Gedeon – (830) 456-5419 

Newsletter: Josh and Melissa Hazer 

Newsletter Articles and Club Info 
Articles for next month’s newsletter must be received by the 20th of this month. 

Send them to your newsletter editor via email: fbgrockhoundsnews@gmail.com 

A copy of the Club MEMBERSHIP LIST is available, TO MEMBERS ONLY, via email (or 

paper mail if necessary). Contact Virginia Adian at v.adian@gvtc.com or 830-755-6105 

The Club CONSTITUTION & BY-LAWS are posted on our website: fredericksburgrockhounds.org 

http://fredericksburgrockhounds.org/
mailto:v.adian@gvtc.com
http://fredericksburgrockhounds.org/

